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almost wholly wanting except in respect of the later
or Medina chapters; nor are the apparent references
within the work to passing events sufficiently explicit
to prove of much service. The language is the only
test which may be trusted thoroughly and throughout.
A very cursory reading of the Koran will show anyone
that there is a marked difference of style between
some chapters and others. It is this difference that
Prof. Noldeke laid hold of and examined until a
definite progression of style became visible. An
aid in this investigation is found in the rhyme.
Mohammad did not speak in poetry,, nor precisely in
prose. Poetry indeed he detested, and the only verse
he ever uttered, and that involuntarily, is a very bad
one. No part of the Koran conforms to the exigencies
of Arabian prosody. Yet it is not plain prose, but
rather a rhetorical form of prose which has much of
the character of poetry without its metrical restraints.
The words fall into short clauses (in the earlier
chapters) which -balance one another more or less
musically, and the last words generally rhyme
together. As time went on these clauses became
longer and longer, and the rhyme underwent various
modifications, till the latest chapters become almost
plain prose. It is easy to understand how valuable a
guide the variations in the rhyme and the length of
the verses must be in an investigation into the dates
of the component parts of the Koran. From these
evidences Prof. Noldeke has not only been able to
determine the chronological position of most of the
chapters, but even to decide when verses %ve been